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ARRIVAL AT TIMISOARA

By Michael Purser

The initial party (those from Ireland, less Robert Tottenham who was unavoidably
delayed) arrived in Timisoara in the late afternoon. There we were met by Florian
Borlea and companions. After installing ourselves in our hotel we went to the head
office of the Regional Forests Administration (Directorate) Timisoara, which controls
six forest districts. The director Toth Francisc outlined for us both the nature of the
forest region and various common facts and characteristics of Romanian forestry in
general.

AN OVERVIEW

The Timisoara region is only 11% forested, compared with a national average of
some 20%. This is because the region, the Banat, is essentially low-lying fertile land
traditionally used for agriculture. There are some 80,000 hectares of state-owned
forest and 10,000 hectares privately owned but administered by the state forest
service, Romsilva. The private forests include land confiscated under the communist
regime and recently handed back (maximum 10 hectares per person) and other types
of property, e.g. formerly communally owned — which was common further east in
the ‘Saxon’ areas. There is apparently considerable confusion over the private forests,
heirs of former owners knowing that they ‘own’ a (part of a) forest but not knowing
its precise extent nor location, and having no proper documents etc..

The altitude of the Timisoara region lies between 90 and 1000 metres, and the rainfall
is 600 to 800 (in higher areas) mm per year. The dominant species is oak (40%), then
beech (28%), other broad leaves (22%) and the balance is conifers. Romsilva would
like to extend its areas of forest in the Timisoara region by further purchases.

Normal practice is to sell standing timber, and foreign buyers are welcome subject to
certain controls — which include a requirement for the buyer to invest in the country
(in some acceptable form) as well as removing timber.

At the national level we were told that natural regeneration is promoted, and is the
standard practice in the country, and we were to see much of this later in our visit.
Clear-felling (except sometimes of spruce) is prohibited. This ban was made after

disastrous floods in 1986. Generally speaking, we were told, forest management in
Romania does not contradict Pro Silva principles.





